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EXT. NINJAGO C TY - DAY

The wi nd blows green tinted snowf | akes around in the greyed
sky.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
In arealmfilled with unfairness,
ones victory is a loss for another,
and ones nmourning is justice for the
ot her.

The snowf| akes fall fromthe clouds to reveal Ninjago city
underneath. Everything seens DULL, the sky an especially dul
grey- or green. We aren't quite sure.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
Just |ike death and victory, good and
evil are two sides of the sanme coin.

The sun hides fromus and a chill is sent throughout the
city. The snow falls.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
Yet, everyone spends their |ives
trying to differentiate between the
two. | say it's bullshit.

...and falls and falls until its trajectory is interrupted by
soneone QUI CKLY passi ng by.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
It's all bullshit, in fact.

ON THE PASSERBY

NELSON peddl es frantically as the snow bl ows past him He
grabs a newspaper fromthe basket in front of himand THROAS
it. The newspaper H TS DARETH in the face.

DARETH

NELSON
Sorry!

Nel son turns in front of him

NEL SON
Keon stop! You' re going too fast!



ON KEON

We see KEON booking it down the street of Ninjago city. He is
fast and burning rubber. Keon quickly swerves to the right
and throws a newspaper. The newspaper falls right next to the
mai | box of the convenience store, exactly where Keon wanted
it to go.

KEON
Am | going too fast? O are you goi ng
too sl ow?

NEL SON

Antonia said to be careful on the
icel- And I'mnot slow (panting) Just
smal | -

KEON
Alittle ice never hurt ne. C non, |et
me show you a thing or two!

NELSON
Show ne what ?! -

As they approach a downhill road, Keon peddles faster and
FLIES off the road into the air. Keon switches gears md-air
until he hits the ground and DASHES down the road at ful
speed.

NEL SON
Whoa- Ckay- We're doing this!

Nel son copi es Keon. He is successful but much | ess precise

t hen Keon. The road | evels out and Keon swerves through cars
and traffic, Nelson follow ng cl ose behind. Keon pops a
wheelie and yells out an excitable | augh. Nel son watches
nervously. Keon | ooks back to check up on Nel son and sl ows
down.

KEON
You can do it Purple N nja! Just
fol |l ow ne!

Keon pops anot her wheelie, Nelson watches, then successfully
pops a wheelie. He yells out triunphantly.

KEON
See!? What'd | tell you?

NEL SON
(Smling) Thanks, Silver N nja!



Keon turns to his front and his sml|e fades sharply.

KEON
Careful Nelson, we're headin' into the
dar kness.

Nel son frowns and grips the handl es on his bike.

NEL SON
Ri ght .

W DE SHOT: As Nel son and Keon peddl e away fromus, the canera
pans away fromthemto reveal a large part of the city under
a SHADOAWY DARKNESS. The canera pans out nore to reveal the
cause of the darkness. The four enornous SPADE SHI PS fl oat
over the city.

ON NELSON AND KEON

The boys nmake their way into the darkness. The city in their
surrounding area feels as if it's been engulfed in the
winterly night. Very few people are out and the traffic seens
to suddenly lighten. The road is icier within the darkness.
Keon sees the light near them and picks up his pace.

KEON
Cnon, let's get outta here.

As they are about to re-enter the light, they pass by store

with a series of televisions in the wndow. The tel evisions

are on NGIV News. As they draw near, sonething fromthe

tel evisions grabs Keon's attention. He whips his head toward
the TV.

ON TV

From out si de we can hear the voices of Gayle CGossip, but we
cannot make out what is being said. However, we can see next
to her is a photo of ZANE and the NINJA. Their photo is
greyed out. Atext rolls in fromthe bottom

"The defeat of the Enperor and his allies: One nonth |ater."
Keon wi dens his eyes at the sight of Zane on screen. Suddenly
t he wheel s on Keon's bike |ose traction and Keon's bike
spirals out of control as they enter the |ight.

NEL SON
(Screans) Keon

Keon PANICS as he slides across the ice. Keon struggles and



fails to gain control of his bike, he is about to hit a
traffic pole. Keon JUWS off his bike, H TS and TUVBLES onto
ground as his bi ke CRASHES into the pole. Nelson quickly
rides over worried about his friend. Nelson gets off his bike
to hold out a hand to Keon.

NEL SON
A- Are you okay!?

Keon grabs Nel sons hand and is pulled up by his friend. Keon
grabs his shoul der. W can see scrapes on his chin and knees.

KEON
| think I'"m okay-

Keon | ooks over to his broken bike. We can tell that it is
unusabl e.

KEON
My parents are gonna kill me if Irys
doesn't first-

Keon picks up his bike and quickly exam nes it. Nel son wal ks
over to him but his gaze shifts to the gigantic Spade Ship
in the sky.

NEL SON
What do you think Mayor Aristos is
doi ng?

KEON

(Messing with bike) I don't know and |
don't care. Spade isn't cool

Nel son tilts his head down and balls his hand into a fist. He
turns to Keon who's attenpting to stand his bi ke up.

NEL SON
But the Ninja weren't cool either-

Keon stops what he is doing imediately. He wi dens his eyes
and turns to Nelson utterly bew | dered.

KEON
VWhat .

Nel son turns to Keon, tugging on his black backpack.
NEL SON

That's what nmy nom keeps telling ne.
The Ninja are- were the bad guys.



Keon begi ns wal king his bi ke down the street, Nelson follows
Sui t.

KEON
The Ninja weren't bad. They were the
good guys, and whoever thinks
ot herwi se i s wack.

NELSON
But. You have to admt, we hadn't seen
them do any good for a while.

Keon frowns.

KEON
That's not true.

NEL SON
(Not listening) The only reason | am
even allowed at work is because Spade
defeated the Ninja-

Keon frowns and PULLS Nel son into an all eyway.

NEL SON
Hey! WH

KEON
The Ninja did do good. | sawit.

Nel son wi dens his eyes and Keon nods.

KEON
The day Dewei got hurt- the Titani um
Ni nja saved him

NEL SON
(Excitedly) I knewit! | knew the
Ninja were still good I-

Keon shushes hi m as he | ooks around.

KEON
Yeah- | don't think a bad guy would go
out of their way to save ny brother,
but somet hing was of f about him

NEL SON
what do you mean?



KEON
| mean- the Enp- the Titanium N nja
| ooked out of it. Like he was
di stract ed.

Keon shoves his hands in his pockets.

KEON
That entire night is a blur to me- and
| spent nost of it at the hospital-
but I do know he did sonme good- even
if he may or may not be good anynore.

NEL SON
...None of this adds up. | w sh we
coul d ask them

Nel son wi dens his eyes.

NELSON
That's it! Let's ask them

Keon turns to himbew | dered.

KEON
What ? Nel son, they're dead-

Keon interrupts hinmself as he has the sanme realization as
Nel son.

KEON
But we've thought that before.
NEL SON
If they are alive we can find
them ...I"ve sort of done sonething

like this before.

KEON
Where did you go?

NEL SON
The nonastery!

KEON
(Smling) Then we'll start there! And
If not! Me and you will becone the new
Ni nj a!

NEL SON

WHAT?! But we're just Kkids!



Nel son and Keon peep out of the alleyway and stare up at the
| ar ge Spade Shi p.

KEON
The Green N nja was younger than you
when he becane a N nja.

Nel son and Keon pull their N nja masks on.

NEL SON
You're right. Let's do this.

EXT. ROOF OF BORG TOAER - "DAY" W THI N THE DARKNESS

W see two gl owi ng green eyes pop out of the vent fromthe
roof. It is EVEN. Even gets onto the roof and | ooks around.
We see shards of glass being illum nated from her eyes.

EVEN
Huh. (scratches head with wist) Is
this where ny hand is?

Suddenly, a glass bottle H TS Even in the head. She falls
unconsci ous and col | apses onto the ground. W can hear a
| augh echo fromfar away.

EXT. BALCONY OF SPADE SHI P - DAY

W see the HOURGLASS AUTHOR | aughi ng hysterically as she
stares down at the roof of Borg tower.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
That's the third tinme this week!

The HA grabs a glass bottle and drinks the rest of its
contents, we can assune it's sonme sort of alcohol. She spins
the bottle and THROAS it down bel ow. The bottle hits the

gl ow ng Borg Industries Logo and SHATTERS on inpact. The HA

| aughs, she is very anused. The HA sees a bird in the

di stance, she grabs another bottle and THROAS it at the bird.
she m sses and GROALS. The bird flies by and SHI TS on her

j acket. The HA stops noving. Nothing but her pupils straining
to the right as the bird flies by.

| NT. SPADE SH P HALLWAY- DAY

It is dark but we can still nmake out the HA storm ng down the
hal I . She wal ks hunched over, incredibly peeved. The HA is no
| onger wearing her jacket. She holds it in one hand and the
DEAD BIRD i n the other hand.



| NT. SPADE SH P THRONE ROOM - DAY

She enters a LARGE ROOM The roomis a warm orange col or.

Vast and enpty with a beautiful chandelier at the top. At the
end of the roomis a THRONE. The HA' s footsteps echo and fil
the silence. Blood drips fromthe bird and onto the fl oor.
The HA wal ks over to the throne. She THROAS the bird INTO the
wal | . Feathers fly as the corpse HTS the wall and falls to
the ground. Leaving a splatter of blood on the wall. The HA
pl ops down on her throne, holding her jacket.

Fromthe other end of the | arge open room a door opens.
DARW N wal ks through. Darwin is a small man with dark skin
and braided hair. He wal ks hastily holding a nmultitude of
files and other inportant papers. He seens stressed and
tired. Upon the sight of the Hourglass Author, he abruptly
shifts. Attenpting to | ook nore put together and hiding his
fear.. He approaches the throne and desperately tries to
ignore the dead bird and bl ood across the fl oor.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
What do you want, Darw n?

DARW N
| am here to give you the annual
monthly report, Mayor.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Don't call me that.

DARW N
Apol ogi es, Aut hor.

There is an awkward silence as the HA stares at Darwi n. She
taps her foot waiting.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Wel 1 ?? Spit it out!

Darwin starts flipping through the files in his hands.

DARW N
Apol ogies. (Clears throat) Spade
Recruitnment is up 50%fromlast nonth
with a total of 229 new nenbers in
training...Overall public approval is
up 30% from |l ast nonth..

The HA sl ouches in her throne, she | ooks bored.



DARW N
Project Checkmate is underway,
al t hough goi ng nmuch sl ower than
antici pated. ..

The HA grow s.

DARW N
.F- Finally, we have encountered
some problens with the excavation
process at the-

The HA GLI TCHES to a standing position.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
What do you nean. .. Probl ens?

DARW N
(Hesitates) W are getting reports
that it is too cold over there. The
equi pnent is mal functioni ng and sone
of our Agents have gotten
frostbitten...They say it's way too
danger ous-

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(Scoffs) Too dangerous!! (laughs) |'ve
seen colder...felt how deadly and
suffocating the cold can be, and
that's not it. Nowhere in Ninjago is
it that cold. They're pussies.

DARW N
Per haps we should halt the excavation
process and re-eval uate, Mayor-

The HA QLI TCHES in front of Darw n.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
| am not the Mayor! Aristos is!

DARW N
...But Aristos is dead-

The HA GRABS himby the collar of his suit with her bl oodi ed
hand. Darwin wi dens his eyes in fear. Files and papers fly
ever ywhere.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
And who do you think told you that
hnt?!
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DARW N
Y- you did, M Author.

The HA GLITCHES in and out. Darwin falls to the ground and
the HA's brows furrow. Darwin |ooks up at the HA as she
glitches in and out again.

DARW N
Perm ssion to speak freely, please?

The HA seens a bit distracted and grunts in approval. Darwin
st ands.

DARW N
| amincredibly grateful for you and
Aristos' work to avenge ny nother, may
she rest in peace-

Darwi n takes a photo from his pocket and | ooks at it. The
photo is of the previous Myor.

DARW N
However | don't understand why you are
keeping this fromthe public, you said
yoursel f that everyone deserves the
truth!

The HA glitches in and out. W can tell she is frowning
despite not being able to see her nouth.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
The people will get their truth soon.
For now they trust himand |-
(glitches) | need to- (glitches)

The HA glitches again and grows in frustration. Darwi n | ooks
concer ned.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Damm it! (glitches)

DARW N
Aut hor- are you-

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Go do whatever the hell it is you do!

ON HA

The Hourglass Author is outlined in a glitchy red as the
background changes to a SPADE HALLWAY. She sways and knocks
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into the wall as she glitches in and out. She hastily makes
her way down the hall fazing in and out. Her breathing

gui ckens as she nakes her way down anot her part of the

hal lway and in front of a LARGE circular door. She pulls a
series of levers to the side and opens a keypad, slowed by
her powers.

She enters a password onto the keypad. She glitches away for
a long nonment, before com ng back and entering the last digit
of the password. The door opens to a DARKROOM il lum nated in
red |ight.

| NT. DARK ROOM - DAY

She enters and CLOSES the door. The door |ocks and steam
emts fromthe door as it |locks. The HA falls to her knees as
the glitchy red surrounding her POURS from her and spreads
out across the room The HA | eans over putting her hands on
the floor. W can see nothing but the white-red sil houette of
her hair. She takes off her nmetal mask and THROAS it away
fromher as she takes in a deep breath. Her identity stil

hi dden by her hair.

I NT. CAR - DAY

W see IRYS in her car and on her phone. She | ooks annoyed as
she texts sonmeone. W hear a text send and then another. She
sighs. Irys presses on her phone and we hear the phone ring
fromthe speakers on her car. The phone goes to voi cenail

| RYS
Keon! Where are you?! | told you we
had to neet nom at the hospital today!

She hangs up the phone irritated. She sits for a nonent, then
turns her car off and gets out.

EXT. NEWSPAPER GARAGE - DAY

I rys makes her way to the open garage. Soneone is there about
to cl ose the door.

| RYS
Hey wai t!

The boy turns to her, he recognizes her.

| RYS
Have you seen Keon?
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NEWSPAPER GUY
Keon and Nel son said they were having
a sleep over. They left an hour ago.

Irys frowns. She | ooks worried but also incredi bly annoyed.

I rys' phone RINGS. She checks it expecting Keon, instead the
phone reads "Mom <3". Irys wi dens her eyes and answers. W
can inmmedi ately hear yelling through the phone, the Newspaper
GQuy widens his eyes and wal ks in the other direction.

| RYS
(Stamering) Yes! |- Mom...I'msorry
we're | ate-

Irys turns in the other direction as she struggles to get a
word in with her nom In the far distance we can see a
mount ai n. The nountain where the Monastery is. lIrys squints
her eyes.

| RYS
Yes- yes- | know where he is...|"'ve
got everything under control. Yes we
will be there!

Irys' mom hangs up. Irys frowns as she | ooks toward the
nonastery.

| RYS
You better not be doing what | think
you are doi ng.

I NT. BUS - DAY

W see Keon and Nelson riding on the bus. They have their

bi kes with them Keon is attenpting to fix his broken bike.
Nel son is | ooking out the window toward the nonastery in the
di stance. He turns to Keon.

NEL SON
Do you think what Spade has been
sayi ng about the Ninja is true?

Keon imedi ately and silently shushes him Nelson nmouths "I'm
sorry"” and they begin to speak quietly.
KEON
.1 used to think Spade was |ying,
but after that night...l don't know.
NEL SON

What do you nean?
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A woman in the background sitting a few seats away eyes the
boys.

KEON
Li ke- he | ooked confused.

NELSON
VWhat was he confused about ?

KEON
(Shrugs) Not sure, but it |ooked Iike
he was trying to deci de whet her or not
to save ny brother- even though he was
obvi ously about to get hurt.

Nel son rai ses his eyebrows, confused about Keon's statenent.

NEL SON
(To hinself) Wiy woul d anyone be
confused about saving soneone's |ife-

KEON
Yes! | fixed it!

Nel son | ooks over to Keon who has just grabbed everyone's
attention on the bus. Keon slouches in enbarrassnent and
smles awkwardly at the people on the bus who seem | ess than
anused.

KEON
(To Nel son) Not sure about that
either, but we can ask themreal soon
once we get to the nonastery.

The bus stops and people begin getting off the bus. Keon and
Nel son pull their hoods back down.

NEL SON
Let's go help the N nja.

They give one another a fist bunp, and get off the bus. The
woman in the back watches them | eave and then gets on her
phone. We hear ringing from her earbuds.

SPADE ( OVER- DEVI CE)
Hel l o, you've reached Spade's Ofice
of Adm ni stration.

WOVAN
Hello...l amled to believe you are
about to have a problem
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SPADE ( OVER- DEVI CE)
What ki nd of problem m' an?

WOVAN
A N nja problem

| NT. DARK ROOM - DAY

W see the Hourglass Author |aying down on her side, head
laying to the side so we can't nake out her identity. W can
tell she is thinking and deeply conflicted. The HA grunts to
hersel f and puts her hand in front of her face. Her hand
OUTLINES itself in a glitchy red for just a nonent. Com ng
and going as if the HA thought about doing sonething but
hesitated. The HA | ays on her back, her hand still hovering
above her face. The HA's hand shakes and the glitchy red
outlining her hand returns.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(ditchy) | promsed nyself |I'd never
do this again-

The HA | owers her hand shakily toward her face, the outline
around her hand becones thick and nore noticeabl e. She cl oses
her eyes.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
But | need your help.

GLI TCH MONTACE

The HA touches her face...W hear a STATIC noi se as her eyes
are FORCED open...Her pupils dilate...her breathing

gui ckens...her eyes fill with the glitchy patterns as the
canera zoons in on her pupil, filling the screen with glitchy
red patterns.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
| need to renenber what he said

The glitchy patterns that fill our screen shift and nove as

we continue to zoomin. The patters start to nake out shapes
of a roomand a man. The glitchy patterns slowy fade away,

revealing a large office roomw th ARI STCOS sitting down.

| NT. OFFI CE ROOM ( FLASHBACK) - DAY

The office roomis seen froma tiny keyhol e. The Hourgl ass
Author is looking into this room

ON ARI STOS
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Aristos sits straight up at the end of a table. There is a
file and some papers in front of him He appears to be
waiting for sonmeone and in deep thought. H's train of thought
is interrupted however when the HA GLI TCHES into a chair next
to Aristos, pronptly startling him

ARI STCS
(Irritated) What are you doi ng here?

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(Puts feet on the table) Wiat? I'm a
Spade Agent now, shouldn't | be
al l owed in your super top-secret
nmeeti ngs?

ARl STCS
Cet your feet down! We've been over
this, you aren't exactly suited for-
The intercomon the ceiling of the roomturns on.

| NTERCOM
He is ready for you, sir.

Aristos quickly turns to the HA

ARl STOS
Don't nove. Don't look at him Don't
t al k.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
You act like |I |ook at people weird.

The HA stares at Aristos with her head tilted to the side and
her el bows on the table.

ARI STOS
Don't do that and get your el bows off
t he tabl e!

The HA pulls her arns off the table and sl ouches. The door
opens and a woman wal ks through. She has a slicked back brown
hair and blue eyes that appear to be a little too bright to
be normal. Right behind her wheels in CYRUS BORG Aristos
smles and turns to the woman that is about to sit down.

ARl STCS
M ght | ask-

BAI LEY
Bail ey Borg. Cyrus' | awyer.
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CYRUS
Al so known as ny daughter. She
insisted | bring sonmeone with ne.

BAI LEY
O course. After learning the hard way
that my father is sought after even by
el enental masters. It only nakes sense
to have soneone acconpany you at al

tinmes.
ARl STOS
" m so sorry about what happened.
CYRUS
| am here, and that's what matters
now.
ARI STOS
(Nods) | conpletely understand. | was

in an accident nyself that left nme on

nmy deat hbed, and mny children woul d not
| eave ny side. Even when | wanted them
t o!

Cyrus and Aristos share a chuckle. Bailey frowms as the HA
stares at her fromacross the table in an unconfortabl e
manner .

CYRUS
You have ki ds?

ARl STOS
Yes. Twin girls, and | had a son.

CYRUS
(Frowns) | am so sorry.

ARI STCS
| am too, but-

BAI LEY
Wo is the human staring at ne?

Aristos and Cyrus pause.

ARl STCS
... This is ny assistant.

BAI LEY
(Witing in notebook) Their name?
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Aristos is about to speak before being interrupted.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
You can call me the Hourgl ass Author.
And why do you wanna know ne so bad,
Pal ?

The HA puts her hands on the table and | eans toward Bail ey.
Aristos give the HA a death stare.

ARl STCS
| apol ogi ze on behal f of ny assistant.
The Aut hor would prefer to remain
anonynous.

The HA squints her eyes at Bailey who is witing in her
not ebook.

BAI LEY
Way have you set this nmeeting with ny
client?

Aristos slides a file to the other end of the table to Cyrus.
The file has text that reads "The Equilibrium Project by
Spade".

ARl STCS
| am Aristos, head of the SSP.AD.D.E
branch of Ninjago cities federal
gover nment .

Bail ey and Cyrus begin to | ook through the files. The HA
sl ouches in her chair. Aristos presses a button on the table.
The lights dimand a hol ogram of Ni njago appears.

ARl STCS
| know you are pressed for tinme so |
will make this presentation quick.
Over the centuries, N njago has faced
countl ess villains and evil doers who
have thwarted any chance of human
devel opnent across the continent.
Leavi ng nost of the popul ati on stuck
in poverty for generations. That being
said, in our darkest hours after the
first defeat of the Overlord, you
managed to singl ehandedly create one
of the nost bustling and
technol ogi call y advanced cities to
ever exist, and just under a year at
t hat .
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CYRUS
Thank you, but there was a grave cost
to that, one that I and many ot hers
suffered from

ARI STCS
There was an unfortunate cost yes. A
cost that we can avoid this tine
ar ound.

CYRUS
"' mnot follow ng.

ARI STOS
| want to do what you did, but on a
much | arger scal e.

Large dots representing towns on the hol ogram appear.

ARl STOS
| want to bring technology to these
rural areas and hel p them devel op as
you did with Ninjago city. These
peopl e do not deserve to live in
poverty because of wars fought before
their tinme. W can change things.

CYRUS
|"mintrigued, but | amunsure how
this involves nme?

ARI STOS
The federal governnment does not have
t he resources, or the brains to nake
my vision a reality, but you do.

Cyrus Borg frowns.

ARl STCS
| f Spade and Borg I ndustries work
toget her then we can spread our wealth
across the-

CYRUS
Absol utely not.

Everyone turns to Cyrus in shock at his statenent.
ARI STCS

| don't think you understand M. Borg.
We can break a cycle here-
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CYRUS
| understand all to well. I will not
have ny technol ogy spread out in that
manner again, only for it to result in
nore destruction. There are
consequences-

ARI STOS
| understand the consequences, but
there are real people out there that
don't have to suffer-

CYRUS
| will not work for soneone to produce
their vision, | will not make the sane
m st ake.

ARl STOS

M. Borg pl ease-

BAI LEY
That is enough. My client has spoken.

Ari stos | ooks def eat ed.

ARI STOS
(Nods) Very well, thank you for your
time.

Cyrus nods back as he and Bailey Borg | eave the room There
is silence. Aristos gets up and wal ks out the door. The HA
TELEPORTS next to Aristos. They wal k down the hallway. W can
tell Aristos is angry.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
You're angry, and yet you were so kind
to them They didn't deserve that
ki ndness.

ARl STCS
If you're rude, no one wll listen to
you, or like you for that matter.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
And that matters how?

ARl STCS
When it conmes to the gane of politics,
how you are perceived is everything.
It can nmake or break your career
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The HA thinks to herself.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
| s that why you |ied?

Aristos stops in his tracks.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
We both know who the Borg children
are, and yet you acted |ike we didn't
know who she was.

ARl STCS
| didn't lie, I withheld information.
| value the truth al nbost as nuch as
you, but sonetines information can be
dangerous and we needed themto trust
us.

The HA doesn't respond and Aristos continues to wal k.

ARl STCS
...\W& need to find him

The HA's brows furrow i nmedi ately.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
No. | want nothing to do with him
Dead or alive.

ARI STOS
We need those blueprints Author, our
alternative plan fail ed.

The HA grow s.

ARl STCS
Soneti mes you need do to things you
don't want to do in order to nmeet your
goals...and | think we both want to
know what happened to him

The HA grinmaces. The screen becones glitchy and the screen
FILLS with a glitchy red as the HA grow s.

| NT. KRYPTARI UM ( FLASHBACK) - DAY

Foot steps can be heard. The glitchy patterns on-screen form
two wal king figures. The red patterns fade into ARI STOS and
t he HOURGLASS AUTHOR We see a security guard at the end of
the hall. Footsteps fill the silence. The HA and ARI STCS wal k
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toward the guard. The guard | ooks ready to stop them before
Aristos whips out his ID card.

GUARD
Ah- Mayor Aristos. It's a pleasure to
meet you. Though the circunstances are
| ess than desired.

Ari stos nods.

GUARD
What brings you here? | know you have
a lot on your plate, with the Enperor
and all.

ARl STCS
| am here to speak with the prisoners.

GUARD
They're in the mddle of [unch, and
while |I believe Kryptariumis well
guarded- | don't think we shoul d-

ARI STCS
(Adjusts cuffs) It will be fine, trust
ne.

The guard, though reluctant, allows for Aristos and the HA to
pass, and |leads themto the main room General cafeteria
commotion can be heard getting increasingly |ouder as they
wal k and open the door. Upon entering, the commotion cones to
a HALT, and silence fills the air unsteadily.

In no rush, Aristos takes a good | ook around the room and
begins to walk to the other side of the room The HA foll ows
and wat ches prisoners eye him attenpting to figure out who
he is, and who the HA is.

Aristos turns to the prisoners and the HA stands next to him
Aristos opens his nmouth to speak, before being interrupted by
sonmeone in the crowd.

Kl LLOW
Wio are you?

Aristos adjusts his collar calnmy, then speaks.
ARl STOS

| am Aristos. The Mayor of N njago
Cty.



22.

We can hear whispers fromthe crowd of prisoners.

Kl LLOWV
The mayor's a girl, so again, who are
you?

ARI STOS

The Mayor was a girl, yes.
Unfortunately, she has recently been
assassi nat ed.

The prisoners express their shock verbally and physically.

ARI STOS
By who nost of you know as, the
Ti tani um N nj a.

The commotion increases. The Hourgl ass Author |ooks into the
crowd.

THE MECHANI C
As much as | hate Zane the pain, that
scrap of netal wouldn't go killin'
folk for the hell of it...much |ess
t he Mayor of Ninjago city.

CAPTAI N SOTO
Wiy is the Mayor paying us a speci al
visit, the previous Mayor did no such

t hi ng.

ARI STOS
| amglad you ask. In addition to
bei ng Mayor, | amthe founder of

S P.ADDE In essence, we bring in
people fromall walks of life, and
peopl e who need second chances, to do
good and help protect this city.

MYSTERI OQUS PRI SONER
| for one don't understand why a
sl eezy politician gives a damm about
second chances! You all the sane!

The prisoner has a hat on and | eans down so we cannot nake
out his identity. The HA notices that Aristos seens to
recogni ze this prisoner and Aristos' brows furrow

i mredi ately. Am dst the comotion, Aristos unbuttons his
jacket and pulls his sleeve to reveal his Black-netal arm He
raises it and the netal parts nove and adjust. This silences
t he prisoners.
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ARI STCS
| too have made m stakes in ny
lifetime and was fortunate enough to

get a second chance. So, | have cone
to offer you all a second chance at
freedom

Kl LLOW

What are you sayi ng.

ARl STCS
| aminviting you to join Spade in an
effort to defeat the Ninja, and in the
process regain your freedom

Sil ence continues, many unsure what to make of the
invitation. A female prisoner eventually stands.

FEMALE PRI SONER
| would |ike to join you

Many prisoners soon follow the wonan, we see the Mysterious
Prisoner shake his head.

ARI STOS
A show of hands and we w || pass
around a form

The HA watches the crowd, specifically near Killow
ON KI LLOW S TABLE

CAPTAI N SOTO
There's sonething fishy about him
(scratches beard with hook) Sonethin
ain't right. So I'll pass on this
whol e Spa- hoopl a.

ULTRAVI OLET
Pass the chance to get out of this
hel | hol e? You're insane.

Utraviolet and Killow stand. Every prisoner is standing with
t he exception of the Mystery Prisoner and Captain Soto.

Aristos smles and passes the formaround. The HA turns to
Aristos, she is not happy.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
| disagree with this Aristos. They're
crimnals, what if they turn on us?
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ARI STOS
This is what Spade stands for, Author.
Don't forget you are also fortunate to
have gotten a second chance. W nust
offer the sane to them

Aristos' senses the Author's unease.

ARl STCS
| know trust is hard to cone by, but
if you give none you wll receive

none. And if no one trusts you, you're
a dead man wal ki ng.

The HA blinks and tilts her head. Confusion witten over the
parts of her face we can see, before everything fades to a
glitchy red.

| NT. SPADE OFFI CE - DAY

We hear PANTING as the glitchy red patterns that fill the
screen slowy fade, revealing the HA. The HA RUNS as she
periodically glitches in and out. She glitches into AR STCS
office. She | ooks terrified and drops to the ground glitching
in and out. Aristos rushes over to her worried.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(Panting) I- 1I- found them and
they're com ng b- back

Aristos widens his eyes.

ARl STCS
VWhat ?! - Wher e-

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(ditching) In the- N realm |ce and-
SO-

Aristos quickly gets up and turns off the light and flips
anot her switch. The roomis filled wth RED LI GHT. The HA
slowy stabilizes. Aristos hel ps her stand.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
It was horrible. The Titanium Ni nja
t ook over another real mand ensl aved
t housands into an eternal winter. A
winter so cold that life itself ceases
to exist.
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ARI STOS
(Unconvi nced) Show ne. ..

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(Shakes head) No- it's too-

ARI STCS
| nust see.

The HA's hand glitches with red and she places it on Aristos
forehead. Their eyes GLITCH with red. W watch themfor a
monment, Aristos' face grinaces. The HA pulls away and Ari stos
stunbl es. He appears to be in fear.

ARl STOS
So many innocent lives...he's a
nonst er.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
They have just returned.

ARl STCS
Thi s changes everything. This could
set us back years.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
What ?! No! We've worked too hard to
let the Ninja fuck everything up

ARI STCS
| only have so nuch power, Author.
Wth the Ninja returning, the Myor
wi || back out.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
So we'll get nore power.

ARI STOS
The only way would be to run in the
el ections or...

Aristos turns to the HA

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
O we take it...by force.

ARl STCS
No. | will not take another life.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Wy not ?! We just watched one of
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Ni njago's greatest heroes take the
t hrone and nurder thousands in cold
bl ood! It's just one in comnparison-

ARl STCS
One life is not nore val uable than the
other! It doesn't matter if it's a
t housand or one, it is a burden you
carry for the rest of your own. | have
no i dea how that nopbnster can even |ive
with hinself.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
"1l doit.

ARl STCS
You don't want that burden

The HA renmoves her mask but we cannot see her face.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(ditching) | already carry lifelong
burdens that weren't even mne to
begin w th!

Ari stos | ooks away.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
| amtired of people getting away with
doi ng horrible things, including you.

ARI STOS
Author | amtrying to prevent-

The HA runs and turns the red lights OFF and the white lights
return.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
The Ni nja returni ng changes not hi ng!

The scene returns to a glitchy red.
| NT. LASH MANOR ( FLASHBACK) - DAY

The glitchy red clears, we are in LASH MANOR W are seen in
an office. The roomis dark and has red and white lights in
it. There are no wi ndows. W see Aristos and a couple of

ot her Agents on a few | aptops wth sone papers around.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
What ' re you doi ng?
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ARI STCS
We are maki ng sonme changes to your
reports, Author.

The HA's brows furrow, and strains of red run across her
body.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
My reports don't need changi ng.

ARl STCS
Qur approval rating isn't as high as
it should be, so we are creating a
story if you will.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
That is a flat out lie! Against what
Spade is for, no? Wiy stoop to their
| evel !

ARl STCS
You already did that Author. So not
only am| cleaning up the Ninja's ness
but | amcleaning up yours too. You no
| onger have a say in this situation.

The HA opens her nouth to protest but is interrupted. The
scene GLITCHES with red. The hourgl ass aut hor pauses as the
entire scene stops. She | ooks around.

DARW N (V. O
(Echoed) Aut hor?

The scene conpletely fades into a glitchy red.
| NT. DARK ROOM - DAY

We are back in the glitchy red room The HA GASPS and sl owy
sits up.

DARWN (V. O
(Echoed) Author? Are you okay?

The HA slowly stands, grabs her nmask, and puts on her face.
She opens the door and pokes her head out as she energes from
the red mst to | ook at DARWN

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU-....(clears
throat) Wat do you need?
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DARW N
W received a call-

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
VWll, go tell themto politically fuck

DARW N
We got a report that two boys are
breaking into the nonastery.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
The nonastery. ..

The HA | ooks away.

DARW N
What shoul d we-

The HA di sappears, |eaving Darwi n al one.

DARW N
- go.

EXT. MONASTERY - EVEN NG

KEON and NELSON ride their bikes and arriving at the bottom
of the nountain. They conme to a halt and Keon gets off his
bi ke.

NEL SON
What are you doi ng?

KEON
We can't ride our bikes up the stairs.

Nel son sm | es cheekily.

NEL SON
Well, et me show you a think or two,
Silver N nja.

Nel son pushes off and begins to ride his bike up the stairs.
Keon's nout h drops.

KEON
Guess you do have a few tricks up your
sl eeve!

Keon gets back on his bike and attenpts to ride on the
stairs, but he isn't riding as snobothly as Nelson is. They
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| augh and throw jokes around as they ride up the nountain.
They both frown as they approach the top and notice sone
destruction. Their |aughing fades i medi ately. They reach the
top of the nonastery and get off their bikes as both of the
boys attention is fixated on the destruction of the
nmonastery. The snow bl ows past as they | ook at one anot her
and exchange simlar worried and scared expressions. They
begin to wal k around the courtyard.

NEL SON
Mast er WI?!

They see the gate is conpletely mssing...A | arge gaping
whol e through the center of the nonastery, with the endl ess
cl oudy sky showing itself through the whole.

KEON
Green Ninja!? Hello?

Nel son STOPS and wi dens his eyes.

NEL SON
Keon. . .

Keon quickly follows before stopping and gaspi ng. The boys
| ook to see BLOOD and | CE on the ground. Keon pani cs.

KEON
Maybe- maybe we shoul d get outta here.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
VWhat a coi nci dence!

Keon and Nel son SPIN spin around to find no one there.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
| had the sane ideal

The two | ook around nervously to find the person to the
vVoi ce.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
But | can't help but wonder-

The HA GLTICHES right in front of Nelson. She is | eaning down
so her eyes are on his level. Nelson screans and falls back.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
What are two little boys doing on our-

my property.
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Keon nmoves in between the HA and Nelson with his armout. H s
armis visibly shaking.

KEON
This place isn't yours, it's the
Ni nj as!

The HA grabs Keon by the collar of his shirt and picks him
up, he struggles to fight her grasp.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
It's Spades! Which neans it's m ne!
Now-

The HA rai ses her other hand that quickly beconmes outlined
wi th her powers.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
How am | going to be rid of you from
this place?
Nel son st ands.

NEL SON
Let go of him! W just want to know
where the ninja are!

The HA pauses and directs her attention to Nel son.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
The Ninja are dead! Haven't you heard?

Nel son | ooks at Keon before | ooking back at the HA

NEL SON
What's the truth!...because | don't
bel i eve you!!

The HA wi dens her eyes and tilts her head up, eyes still
directed at Nel son. She drops Keon.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
You are just |like the Geen N nja, and
| don't nmean that in a nice way.
The HA glitches away. Nel son quickly hel ps Keon to his feet.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
But fine, since you don't believe ne.

The HA GLI TCHES behi nd the boys and GRABS their heads. Their
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eyes fill with a glitchy red.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
"1l show you!

The boys scream as the scene around the three fills and
changes with a glitchy red.

EXT. MONASTERY ( FLASHBACK) - NI GHT

The two boys are QUTLINED in a glitchy red as the scene
clears. They are witnessing the battle between Spade and the
Ninja that took place one nonth ago exactly. The scene is
FAST, as if the HA has sped up tine. The boys stand in the

m ddl e of the CHACS, powers being thrown every which way.
FEAR shows itself through the boys skipping breath. Nel son
and Keon can't make out what is happening, things are noving
too quickly, and the scene seens to repeat itself again and
agai n, before slowi ng dowmn. JORGE RUNS at Keon. Keon yells as
Jorge RUNS through himand out of the mst. Jorge turns
around seem ngly looking directly at the boys, and he smles.

They watch as Jorge turns toward Aristos. They see the
HOURGLASS AUTHOR and STEP BACK. However, she doesn't seemto
be aware of them The HA is staring at AR STOCS and JORGE. The
boys watch as they engage in conbat and in a conversation.

The scene SPEEDS UP and they watch as Jorge joins Aristos
side. The scene slows imedi ately as they hug. The HA becones
GLI TCHY with red as she STEPS away from her position. The HA
wal ks toward Aristos and Jorge and watches them hug, studying
their faces.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
| don't understand how you coul d
enbrace himlike that. ..

The HA wal ks over and | ooks at Jorge, she can see the tears
in his eyes.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Love himlike that...after everything
he did to you.

She stares at the robotic armthat enbraces Jorge.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Not everyone deserves second chances.

She rai ses her hand and SNAPS her fingers. She seem ngly
di sappears. Nel son and Keon watch as the HA opens the portal,
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they screamtrying to warn Jorge before he and Aristos FALL
t hr ough.

A glitchy red tear EMERGES and slides down the HA' s mask

Nel son and Keon turn around as they hear scream ng com ng
from Ll oyd and Zane. They witness the icicle, the ninja. They
wat ch one by one as everyone junps into the portal except for
LI oyd. They watch as he rushes over to the portal.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
(l aughs) They' re dead!

LLOYD
(Shakily) What do you nean!?

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Just as | said!! They're all DEAD
What are you going to do Geen N njal!?
Because either way, you're about to
di e!

They watch as the HA takes out her knife.

KEON NELSON
No! ! NCO !

They watch as bl ood drips fromLloyd s hand as he | ooks back
and forth between the portal and the HA. Ll oyd' s brows
furrow, and he |l ooks the HA in the eye.

LLOYD
VWhat is the truth!?...because | don't
bel i eve you!

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
Belief and truth are not the sane!

LLOYD
| don't see a difference.

Ll oyd JUMPS into the portal right as it closes. He
di sappears. W watch the HA stand at the portal. The Spade
agents approach her.

SPADE AGENT 1
(Hesitant) Were's Aristos?-

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
| said. He is dead.
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SPADE AGENT 1
But he-

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
What part of DEAD does anyone not
under st and?!

The HA TELEPORTS in front of the Spade Agent and PUSHES t he
knife DEEP into the Agents nouth. He GASPS and SCREAMS as
bl ood sprays all over her. The Agent falls to the floor as
everyone, including Keon and Nel son, back away.

We begin to hear an ECHO |i ke voi ce. The scene PAUSES. W
can't make out what the voice is saying. The HA becones
outlined in a glitchy red and | ooks around. The voice starts
to beconme clearer as everything begins to fade into a G.I TCHY
RED.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR
You have your truth. Now never return
here, or you'll neet the Ninja's fate.

EVERYTHI NG becones glitchy with red, and the voi ce becones
recogni zable. It's I RYS voice.

KEON
(Looking around) |- Irys?

Everyt hing fades to BLACK
EXT. MONASTERY - SUNSET
OVER BLACK

| RYS (V. O
Keon?! Nel son?

ON KEON

Keon sl oWy opens his eyes, we see | RYS | ooking over him
ON | RYS

Keon and Nel son sit up in a panic.

NEL SON
Where are they?!

| RYS
Who?-
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KEON
The Hour gl ass Aut hor!

| RYS
What ? Sl ow down because neither of you
are maki ng sense. You both just
appeared out of thin air.

Keon and Nel son spring up.

KEON
Not out of thin air- fromthe past.
NEL SON
The Hour gl ass Aut hor used their powers
on us!
| RYS
P- powers?
KEON
Mayor Aristos has been gone for
weeks! -
NEL SON

They nmust be in charge!

| RYS
What about the Mayor ?!

KEON
The Mayor is gone! Dead! D sappeared
" m not sure.

NELSON
It's all their fault!

Keon | ooks at his sister, he can tell she is overwhel ned.
I rys frowns.

| RYS
Quit with the ganes guys, seriously.
You both ran off and had our nons
worried sick. Momis pissed, Keon. W
wer e supposed to be there for Dewei
and you left to play hero.

KEON
We aren't trying to play a gane!
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NEL SON
Ninjago is in serious trouble and we
are the only ones that know.

Irys' eyes widen as she presses her |ips together.

| RYS
| " mtaking you hone, Nel son.

KEON
lrys cone on

| RYS
Ninjago is finally at peace now that
the Ninja are gone! Don't go around
scaring people for the hell of
it!...and besides, we can't do
anything. We aren't heroes. W don't
have powers.

Keon | ooks past Irys, we can see a faded JORGE | ook at Keon,
smling at himbefore Jorge runs off and fades away.

KEON
(To hinself) We don't need powers to
try to be heroes.

| RYS
Huh?

Keon pauses before shoving his hands in his pockets.

KEON
Not hi ng. Let's go.

NEL SON
What but we can't just-

KEON
(Looking away) Irys is right, and your
nmom was too. You know what we saw.

Nel son stops his protest. The boys frown as they follow Irys.
A faint G.I TCH NG noi se can be heard. Keon WH PS his head
back at the courtyard. He | ooks around, sees nothing and
follows his sister down the nonastery stairs.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
That's why, in this unfair realm you
need soneone.
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The glitching is heard again as we stay at the nonastery
courtyard. We see faint red sparks where the portal once was.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
Just one, to guide you, to help you,
to tell you howto interact wwth this
hell of a realm

The canera pans closer as the glitching comes and goes agai n.
Each tinme a human sil houette fades in and out, they appear to
be laying on the ground.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
But when they drop dead, well, you're
f ucked.

We get close to the ground, the glitching becones nore
frequent. Suddenly JORCE FADES IN. He is laying on his
stomach. He opens his eyes with a GASP as his pupils
constrict. He | ooks devast at ed.

HOURGLASS AUTHOR (V. O
Especially when the killer roans free,
and you're left alone to put the
pi eces together.

FADE QUT



